Physicians' attitudes toward early intervention.
Fourteen pediatricians serving Boston neighborhood health centers and fourteen pediatric neurologists in the greater Boston area were interviewed in order to determine their attitudes toward early intervention for infants with developmental disorders. The two groups differed significantly over the potential of early treatment for promoting optimal motor, cognitive, and affective development in the disadvantaged infant. Both groups viewed prevention of musculoskeletal deformities as appropriate for physically handicapped children and supported early intervention for the parents. When referral for treatment was delayed or withheld, the prime reasons given were an expression of a maturationist viewpoint, a desire for a definitive diagnosis prior to initiating treatment, the assumption that an adequate family can function without professional involvement, and misinterpretation of professional roles.